The p73 locus is commonly deleted in non-Hodgkin's lymphomas.
Rearrangements involving the 1p36 chromosomal region occur frequently in NHL, suggesting the existence of tumor suppressor gene(s) that are important in lymphomagenesis. p73 is closely related to the tumor suppressor p53 and maps to the chromosome 1p36 region. Here we report heterozygous deletions of the p73 locus in 25% of FL and 27% of DLBCL cases, as detected by FISH. Immunohistochemical analysis showed that four out of five cases with p73 deletions also exhibited increased Ki67 expression, indicating higher proliferation rates of the tumor cells. Our results demonstrate a high proportion of p73 locus specific deletions in NHL and suggest that deletion of this locus may play a role in the progression of NHL.